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The Change and Consolidation of China’ s International Ideas:
The Dynamics and Trend

ZHU Li- qun , ZHAO Guang- cheng
(China Foreign Affairs University, Beijing 100037, China)

Abstract: The authors discussed three questions: First, what changes have taken place in China’ s international ideas since the
reform and open- up policy was adopted in 1978? Second, whether the transformed international ideas are consolidated, and what are the
dynamics for the consolidation? Third, what is the trend of the future development of China’ s international ideas, and what influence
will it bring about? The paper holds that since 1978 China’ s international ideas have undergone a fundamental change; and the basic
content of the change is to merge into the international society. At present, China’ s new international ideas are in the process of being
consolidated; and the degree of the consolidation will be influenced by three factors: first, the great benefits created by reform and
open- up and the social progress it has brought about; second, the continual growth of the strength of the middle class, and the support to
the line of internationalization by the groups benefited from the open- up policy; third, the ruling party’ s persistence in taking the road
of reform and open- up and merging into the cooperation of the international society. In the predicable future, China’ s international
ideas will continue to develop in the direction of recognizing the major international norms; but at the same time, the Chinese
characteristics in the core will become more prominent. The idea of harmonious society represents a new stage in the development of
China’ s international ideas; and China will exert more and more influence on the world through its ideas.
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