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The Chinese Perception of the EU* 2007- A P relminary Analsis of
the Survey on the Chinese Perception of the EU and the S no-EU Re-
lations

The Research Group of the hstitute of European Studies of Chinese
Academy of SocialSciences

The R esearch Group of the ES of CASS finded by the Progran “ Investization
nto China’ s Natbnal Conditions”, conducted a survey n Beijng Shanghaij
Guangzhoy W uhan and X { an from August to Decanber 2007 among four cate
gories of the Chinese people A total 04663 copies of quest bnnairew ere d trib-
uted and 3693 recovered The data processing reveals he folbw ng features in the
Chiese percepton of the EU. Firstly the Chinese peopk most of whan get
their know ledge about the EU fran the publicmeda don’ t have an ad equate un-
derstandng o f the EU’ s operationalm echan im. Secondly they neverheless give
relatively h gh maiks to the degree of friendlness of the Sino-EU rehtions and are
fairly optm istic tow ards the future of the bilateral relatbns w ith a an all umber
of respondents regarding he EU as a “ can petitor” and few viev ng it as an “ ene-
my’. However the percentage of those who hold that the EU and China are
“ friends” is also relatively low andm ost respond ents regard the o as “ partmers”
or“ stakehoHers”. Thidly the respondents’ EU percepton vares san ewhat de-
pending on their social status professbns and genders beng direclty proporton-
al to their know ledge about the EU and to their ncanes which is also the case
with theirunderstanding of the US and Japan Fourthly the chance ofparticpat
ng nio EU-related activites has a direct in pact on the respondents’ EU percep-
ton Fifthly the respondents fully apprecate the mportance of the b ilateral eco-
non ic and trade relations the EU’ s transfer of technobgy to China and have a
general agrean ent on the mutually con plan entary nature of their relatbns But
m ost of them hoHd that the KU applies a double standard as to China’ s fullm arket
ecmnany status and see sam e uncertanties about the EU maiket

It isw orh noting that the Sno-EU relatbonswere runn ng snm oth Fwhen this sur-
vey was conducted As seen fron the suwvey theChiese people show a general
opti istic attitude tow ard the future of Sino-EU relat bns and have fev ill feelings
about the EU and itsM an ber States However generally speak ng thisk nd of
favourable comm ents and optm istic views directly related to the long-time pos
tve assessn ents and reports of Ch nese govemment and public m edia on the EU
and Sno-EU relations is sill very fragile Recently same European instittions
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and ndivudals have m ade distorted reports or rresponsible rem arks on the R bts
n Lhasa to which he relevant Chinese authories have refuted powerfully A bng
with themore extenswe reports by the Ch nese m eida of th s matter the Chiese
people’ s appraisal towards the EU and Sno-EU relatbns will change accord ng
ly In he futurg it needs hem eticubus care of both sdes tom aintain the S no-
EU partmership and n particular a realistic and practical appwach to seek formu-
wal understand ngs and supports

Understanding the L isbon Treaty

DAIBingran

A fier wo years' “ constitutbnal crisis’, the signing of the Lisbon Treaty is un-
doubtedly a bright spot in the EU’ s ntegraton process The L gbon Treaty may,
canpared with the aborted Constitutonal Treaty appear far less m posing but by
ncorporating he essence of the lattey itwillbe able to pronote the necessary re-
bms of the EU mstiutions expand the EU’ s can petences and mpmwve its decr
sonm aking mechanism, and no less mportantly by abandoning the Constitu-
tonalTreaty, the EU w ill have a better chance for beng rectified thus ensuring it
of the needed adjisim ents after the several “ big bangs” n the past wo decades
In this sensg the Lishon Treatyw illmaik a new milestone n the Eumpean nte-
gmtion process

The CFSP Dimension of the Lisbon Treaty

JIN Ling

The new round of the EU’ s instiutional refoms one mportant am of which &
to pranote the EU’ s internatbnal role by enhancing the consistence effective
ness and cohesion in its breign policy takes place aganst the badkground of its
“bi bang” enlaiganent In tems of he EU’ s extemal dmensbn the L sbon
Treaty contains a nun ber of pobund nstitutbnal changes nchding the crea
ton of a president of the European Counci] ah gh representative br foreign af-
fairs and security policy canb ning the duties of the present foreign policy chief
and of the External Relatbns Conm issioner the Extemal A ction Services and
the broadening of the areas n which the qualified m ajority votng shall be ap-
plied The L sbon Treaty is canmon ly seen as creating conditbns br the EU to
have its vore heard in the worldl However even with the above nstitutional
changes the Treaty will neverthelessw den the expectaton-capb ility gap n the
near futare because the Treaty neither findamentally changes the unique decision
makingm echanian n the area of the Canm on Foreizn and Security Policy nor re-
moves all the vague chuses that need further clarification

The UK s Rok in he Process amund the EU Constiutional Treaty
and the Future of he European Intgration

YE JangWANG Yi
The mportant role that the UK plays in he EU and its skeptical attiudes tow ards



