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Overseas Chinese Media and the China’ s
National Image Building

Ye Hu

Abstract: In the age of globalization, overseas Chinese media is impor
tant for China’ s national image building. T his paper offers a review of this
symbiotic relationship. It first discusses the definition of national image, its
characteristics and significance. The second part then analyzes those cultural
factors and other issues of practical concern that have restricted China’ s na
tional image building endeavor. Considering these obstacles, overseas Chr
nese media thus plays a positive and important role at building China’ natiomr
al images as first, a peaceful, developing state; second, that as a reforming,
opening country; and third, that as a responsible state. This paper also
briefly covers the approaches that China has adopted at building its national
image, and emphasizes that overseas Chinese media plays a mere secondary
role at building China’ s international image via its honest reports and por
trayal of China to the world
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