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A Study of the Japanese “Tycoon” Diplomatic System

LI Yong-chun!,ZHANG Xiao-gang?, YANG Hua?
(1.CASS Institute of Asian-Pacific and Global Strategy, Beijing 100007, China;
2.Research Institute for Northeast Asia, Dalian University, Dalian 116622, China;

3.Japanese college of Dalian University, Dalian 116622, China;)

Abstract: Some Japanese scholars believe that the Japanese “Tycoon” diplomatic system was a unique
international order established by Tokugawa Shogunate and represented by “Tycoon” , independent of the
traditional “Sino-centric Sphere Order” (tributary system) and the nation-state order in Western Europe.
Japan was the center of “Tycoon” diplomatic system and the neighboring countries and regions must render
tribute to it as “barbarians” and tributary states, thus forming a “Japanese tributary system” . However,
this paper believes that the theoretical basis of this viewpoint is fictional and is not in line with the histor-
ical facts. The historical truth is: in order to break unfavorable and isolated situation in Northeast Asia,
Tokugawa Shogunate tried to find its reasonable position within the “Sino-centric Sphere Order” (tributary
system) at the beginning of its establishment. In addition to make every attempt to approach Ming Dynasty,
Tokugawa Shogunate also tried to find ways to restore diplomatic relations with Korea. After the failure
in diplomatic negotiations, Tokugawa Shogunate had to accept the objective reality: it was no longer a full
member of the tributary system. It was forced to self-positioning, and established the so-called “Tycoon
diplomatic system”.

Key words: Tokugawa Shogunate; Tycoon diplomatic system; Tributary system



