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Institutionalization of Joint Development of the South China Sea:
Connotation, Preconditions and Restrictive Factors

LI Guo xuan
(School Politics and Law, Shandong Universiy of Finance, Jinan 250014 Shandong)

Abstract: Joint development of the South China Sea has become a focal problem i theworld. Its current situation, however,
doesn’ t accomplish the desirable purposes of China and relevan countries. There are at least four preconditions for the institutiorr
alization of joint development of the South China Sea. First, joirt development should become regional consensus. Second, the ex
pected benefis of institutionalization should serve the interests of all parties concemed and stand the test of benefit cost comparr
sons. Third, a longterm successful practice is required before the final institutionalization is to be achieved. Fourth, common ex
ternal pressure can promote the ingitutionalization process. But many factors have impeded the instiutionalization. Completion of
institutionalization has a long way to go.

Key words: the South China Sea, joint development, institutionalization, consensus



