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Outlook for natural gas development in the South China Sea

ZHAN G Fengdiu

(CNOOC Co. , Ltd. ,Beijing 100010, China)

NATUR. GASIND. VOLUME 29, ISSUE 1, pp.1720, 1/25/2009. ( ISSN 100020976; In Chines)
ABSTRACT : By the end of 2007, the explored natural gasin the South China Sea has reached up to 323.5 bcm and the annual
natural gas production is 6 bcm, accounting for 88 % of the tota off shore gas production in China. Feld experiences have
shown that abundant natura gas resource has aready been found in the South China Sea and this area had been regarded as the
most important base of natura gasproductionin China. A big breakthrough in deep sea exploration for natural gas has made it
possible for oil and gas operators to explore and develop more gas from the South China Sea. However , due to harsh environ2
ment here, inevitably high cost in exploration and development will result in high risk for oil and gas operators, not even to
mention other difficulties like being lack of experiences in deep sea exploration and development and dispute on some sea area
with neighboring countries. Therefore, this paper put forward some advices asfollows: a. to speed up the pace of natural gas
exploration and development in the South China Sea by self2operating and cooperating with foreign countries; b. to have a com2
prehensive grasp of the deep sea technology on natural gas exploration and development starting from the development of the
gasfied Liwan 321; c. to be well equipped with R & D stuff and equipments; d. to make &forts to jointly develop the digpu2
ting sea areas. At last, this paper concluded that the annual natural gas production capacity will be up to 40250 bcm in the
South China Seaif strategic targets are clear2cut and both the implementation of the plan and the projects fund are ensured as
well.
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NATUR. GASIND. VOLUME 29, ISSUE 1, pp.2125, 1/ 25/ 2009. ( ISSN 100020976; In Chines)
ABSTRACT : North Korea has drilled 15 wellsin the North Yellow Sea basin by the end of 1997 and tested oil and gasflowsin
the Mesozoic reservoirs, indicating large oil and gas potentia in this area. The hydrocarbon generation conditions of this basin
are studied and the following understandings are achieved: a. the North Yellow Sea basnisa small multicycle basnformed by
a superimpostion of the Paleozoic, Mesozoic and Cenozoic prototype basns; b. the evolutionary process of the basn can be di2
vided into four major stages, including formation of the basement in the Snian2Permian, fault subsidence in the Mesozoic, su2
perimposed fault subsidence in Paleogene, and down warping in Neogene; c. the basnis mainly composed of three depressons

and many small fault depressonsin an uplift setting, and its post2Paleozoic sedimentary cover of marineransitional facies and
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