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The Enlarganent of theOcean Area of the Republic of China and the
Interm ittent Formation of State Boundary L ine on the South Sea

XU Zhiliang

(11South China Sea B ranch, State Oceanic Administration PRC, Guangzhou 510310, China)

Abstract: When we say* South Sea Idands’, we are referring o Pratas Idands’, Paracel Isands”,
“ Maccledield Idands’ and® Fratly Isands’ 1H istorically, these isands are included in the domainsof China
as' rugged heads in up - tide” * magnetic sone” * thousand - mile long beach” / ten - thousand - mile
stone pond” 1But up o the end of Qing Dynasty and the beginning of the Republic of China, foreign powers
time and again violated Chinags frontier Of tham, Jgpan and France occupied some of Chinas idands and
reefs for as long as 40 years This research pgper confimed fran the hisborical mgo intemittently consulted
that Chinays ocean boundary line experienced a process of camprehensive skrinkage at the end of Qing Dy2
nasty and part restoration at the end of the Republic of China Thispaper al® pointsout our clam for the in2
temittent state boundary, the US claim for the continental shelf in the coinciding period, and the 200 nautical
miles clamed by the South American countries for their territorial waters, are all traditional modes for a ©v2
ereign state o clam their ocean boundary lines It should be repected by the intemational laws
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