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Are China and the US Heading for Conflict?
Jia Qingguo & Richard Rosecrance 7

As the gap in power between China and the US, the world’s sole superpower, narrows with China’s rise,
many observers fret that armed conflict could ensue. After all, in six out of seven historical cases where
a new power has challenged an existing one, war has occurred. But political scientists Jia Qingguo and
Richard Rosecrance argue there are reasons to be optimistic that China’s rise will be peaceful.

China and the US in the Coming Decade
Wang Jisi, Zhang Weiying, He Huaihong, Huang Haizhou & Yuan Yaxiang
15

China has become the world’ s second largest economy in terms of GDP. How will China and the US
develop in the coming decade? Will the US decline? How will the Sino—US relations change? What are
the respective challenges for China and the US? What do we expect from those two big economies? We
need to look at those issues from diversified perspectives, such as international relations, politics,
economics, culture and science and technology. The International Economic Review has therefore
invited some experts and editorial board members from different fields to discuss those topics.

China’s Understanding of World Order and International Responsibility
Zhou Fangyin 36

The pursuit of stability and order and a relatively strong inclination of risk aversion are a major tag of
the Chinese culture. The Chinese values are clearly reflected in the tributary system established in the
feudal dynasties when China dominated the East Asia regions. The first characteristic of the Chinese
concept of world order is prioritizing the establishment and maintenance of order in the utility function.
Second, the concept of order sought in the Chinese history refers to a harmonious relationship among
different tiers. When it comes to implementation of the concept, for those within the system, there
actually exists a highly flexible and elastic arrangement of order. China’s understanding of world order
also influences its attitude towards its international responsibility, making it more idealistic, which,
against the backdrop of current international situation, faces many challenges.



