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On the Legal Framework of the Dispute
Settlement Mechanism of the South China Sea

LUO Chao
(Law School ,Wuhan University ,Wuhan Hubei 430072 ,China)

Abstract; Nowadays,none of dispute settlement mechanisms can resolve South China Sea disputes
exclusively in international society. Dispute settlement mechanisms in United Nations Convention
on Law of the Sea and Treaty of Amity and Cooperation in Southeast Asia are not the best choices
to solve the disputes and Declaration on the Conduct of the Parties in the South China Sea lacks of
enforcement mechanisms. Confronted with some new features,it is necessary to construct the dis-
pute settlement mechanism in a code of conduct in the South China Sea in future from arrange-
ments of the legal framework,including basic instruments,organization,jurisdiction, work and de-
cision-making process,applicable laws, effectiveness and implementation,so that the code will play
more an important role in peaceful settlement of the disputes.
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China Sea



