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A Study on the Formation of the Belt of China’ s Coastal Cities

and the Development of the Geopolitics in the New Age
Xu Yong

( Department of History Peking University Beijing 100871 China)

Abstract: In Chinese history the central cities were mostly distributed in the interior but during the two
hundred years since the 19th century a large number of medium large and super-arge cities appeared along
the coastline constituting a conglomeration of coastal cities which extended as far as 18 000 kilometers. The
formation of the belt of coastal cities in China not only has brought about a full range of profound changes in
society economy and culture at home refreshing the chapter of maritime in traditional Chinese civilization
but also will play an increasingly important role in East-Asian geopolitics during the 21" century and in
international relations in the era of globalization which is worthy of study from multiple perspectives.

Key words: coastal city geopolitics Eurasian continent Asia-Pacific region new age
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