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Abstract: T he structure of the military alliance between Republic of Ko-
rea and the United States is highly asymmetrical. At the end of the Korean
War in 1953, at the plea of the ROK, the US began to station its military
forces in the Korean Peninsula. But after democratization in ROK, antr A-
mericanism within the Korean people has grown stronger by the day. In line
with this development, calls for the withdrawal of US troops from Korean
soil started to surface. T he shifting attitudes of the Korean people are caused
by rapid economic development in ROK and unprecedented level of nationalis
tic fervor as aresult of political democratization. As the US military presence
directly conflicted with Korean nationalistic sentiments, the asymmetrical na
ture of the ROK-US military alliance becomes a source of discontentment a-
mongst the Korean people. Despite repeated attempts to realign the unbal-
ance relations, both ROK and the US governments remained unsuccessful at
quelling these discontents; indeed, these efforts were met with more resist-
ance and anger within the Korean people.
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