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PRECIS

Obama’s Foreign Policy: Gains and Losses

During President Obama’s first year in office, a set of fresh diplomatic thoughts and policies
which is characterized by maintaining US leadership as the precondition, striving for multilateral
cooperation as the keynote, practicing “smart power” as the basis, adopting flexible and prag-
matic strategy as basic means, has taken shape initially. Scoring the past year, Obama’s diplo-
macy has made some progress in improving America’s image and foreign relations. However,
without jumping out the global strategic framework absolutely dominated by US, that effect
would be limited.

US and SCO: From Bush to Obama
With US foreign policy shift in Obama administration and the deteriorated situation in
Afghanistan, there are early signs of policy adjustment towards Shanghai Cooperation Organiza-
tion (SCO). US is likely to enhance its cooperation and strengthen the ties with SCO in a more

practical manner in the future.

Cultivating Peaceful and Stable Neighboring Environment
Since the founding of the new China, it has unswervingly committed to develop “good-neighbor-
ly and friendly relations” with neighboring countries based on the Five Principles of Peaceful Co-
existence and establish diplomatic ties with those countries. The sound and stable neighboring
environment and fruitful accomplishments in China’s diplomatic fronts constitute essential con-

ditions for building harmonious Asia.

Exploration of Politics and Diplomacy of Yukio
Hatoyama Cabinet
The new cabinet led by Prime Minister Yukio Hatoyama, head of the Democratic Party of Japan
(DPJ) deeply changed the country’s political landscape by replacing the long -ruling Liberal
Democratic Party. DPJ’s win may herald the long-brewing two-party system. In order to better
fit the changing patterns of Asian international relations, Hatoyama cabinet places greater em-
phasis on independence, proposes repositioning U.S. - Japan relations and pays more attention to

Asian diplomacy aiming at building “East Asian Community”.
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