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Religion and Am erican Foreign Policy

XIE Zhihai

(1 School of International Studies Peking Unwersity, Bejing 100871 China )

Abstract Ow ing to he religbus character n American national identity forged by Am erican core culure

WASP and “ cwil relgion”, religbn has an mportant wle n American social lifg thus religious pow er pen-

etrates into politrs and fore gn policy more easily n America than n other countries R elgious values are

he sources of American exceptionalisn and messianisn. Religbus valies contrbute to one of the guiding

tenets of American fore gn policy namely so— called “W ilsonianisn”, and make exportng democracy and

other westem deobgis a prority in its foregn policy Damestic religbus groups use their social capitals

and the democratic channels to express their standpoints and views Thus they are able to exert certan m-

pacts on the settng of foregn affairs agenda The m issionaries who are fam iliarw ith the situatons n local

natbns provile usefil nfomaton and advices to the decision— makers Sametines m issionaries can be n-

vited to pn the policy— m aking process and nfluence even same critical decisions of American foreign

poliy

Key words religon American foreign policy religious valies relgbus groups m issionaries



