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FOCAL TOPIC:
The History and Theories of Secessionism

Def]nmg SECESS IONIYIL  *oovsssoresssesessseteeseteeesstecescccccssanns Yang Shu ( 1)
Secessionim refers to the systematic thoughts and actons of a part of the
populatbn of a country that are amed at separating the territory nwhch
they lve fran that country, wih the objecton fran the country they
presently bebng ta and atmerging w ith another country or estab lish ng
anev one Request for territory, exclusive dentity and secessbnist or
gan izatons are the three core elaments of secessionisn The emewrgence
of secessbnisn often canes fran a canb naton of cbsely linked politr
cal econam ic and security factors H owever the culural factor is the
fundan ental one

An Analysis of the Threat of Secessionisn 1o
NationalSecurity -+« +resereresserererssneerssunrns e s LiJie (14)

As a serbus hreat to natbnal security, especially he core security of
one country secession #n notonly endangers he integrity of a country s
terriory  sovereignty, and natonal identity, but also directly threatens
natbnalm ilitary security when vblent methods are applied by the sepa
ratists and when outside interferences exist Secession#m is a trad itional
security problems nstead of a non-traditional security one China is fa-
cng a serbus threat of secessionisn. It would be dangerous to explan
Chna's core securily nterests by smply applying wW estern theories

On Nationalism and Secessionigm «=seeeeeeeeeeeeneecnneeeennnn. Wang Luan (29)
The foundaton of the separatistmoven ents orginates fran the prolifera-
tion of ethno-natobnalian, whose heoretical and practical dynam ics de-
pend on the support of the concept of he culural naton This concept
albws separatists and secessionistmovenents to find a theoretical and T
deologal basis for nationalism. A's a result of manipulatbn by political
organizatbns aswell as the ntewventon by external forces the iden tity
of a culural nation often becan es them an basis of he establishmentof
anew political naton This & also the key factor n the frequent ethnic

conflicts and w idespread secessionisn n theworld today



