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Abstract: America’s foreign policy towards East Asia experiences significant adjustment since Barack Obama took
office. Thereby the indigenous multilateralism in East Asia and America’s multilateralism in East Asia go on to—
gether. Factually America’s new multilateralism foreign policy towards East Asia is built on its existing bilateralism
foreign policy in the region with some adjustment such as establishing trilateral institutions with the U. S. Japan al-
liance at the center by combining or extending the bilateral alliance relations establishing miniateral institutions
by building or enhancing the bilateral cooperation relations with all the countries and economies in East Asia selec—
tively participating in the regional integration in East Asia by acceding to East Asia Summit. But the essence of
America’s Foreign Policy towards East Asia is unchanged namely maintaining America’s leadership in the region.

Albeit it makes the regional power distribution balanceable the regional situation becomes increasingly complex and
uncertain owning to the effect of this policy to cope with the rising China and the intention of this policy to incorpo—

rate the regional integration in East Asia into the cross—regional integration in Asia Pacific.
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