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Conflict and Compatibility: the Applicability of Law on Inheritance
for Chinese in Batavia during the 19th Century

NIE De-ning
( Center for Southeast Asian Studies, Xiamen Universiy, Xiamen 361005, Fujian)

Abstract: The inheritance of Chinese in Batavia involved a lot of issues conceming the applicability of law during the 19"
century. Onthe basis of inspecting and analyzing some typical cases about inheriance of Chinese in Batavia which recorded in the
Archives of Minutes of the Board Meetings ¢f the Chinese Council in Batavia during this period, this paper discusses the conflicts
and compatibiliy between the law of Batavia and that of China on the inheritance of Chinese in Batavia, and the applicability of
laws in different contexts and condiions. The aim is to further undestand the truth of social life of Chinese n Batavia at that time.
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