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American Nuclear Strategy toward China and Sino-Soviet Border Conflict in 1969
Zhan Xin
Abstract: Nixon showed his willingness to improve relations with China when he took office as the president of the
United States but he was not fundamentally different from his predecessor Johnson in his nuclear strategy towards
China still pursuing a policy of containment against China while stressing China’ s nuclear threat. However with
the intensification of the Sino-Soviet contradictions in particular the increasing rumor about the Soviet intention to
launch a pre-emptive nuclear strike against Chinese nuclear facilities and the feelers put out to Americans by Sovi—
et diplomats through the official channel the U.S. government began to realize that this was is a golden opportu—
nity for the Americans. As a result there appeared an inkling of triangular relationship of the U. S.  the Soviet
Union and China. Therefore the Sino-Soviet border conflict provided an opportunity for the improvement of Sino—
US relations but the nuclear factor became a catalysis to urge Americans to accelerate their adjustment to their pol—

icy towards China.
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