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PRECIS

Interactions between China and the World in the New Era—Writing on the Occasion
of Revised Edition of International Studies

In the first ten years of the 21st century, the international situation has gone through quite a few
ups and downs. The international financial crisis has interrupted the global economic dynamism; a
host of emerging market countries are reshaping the global world order; the threat of terrorism to
international security is increasing remarkably; the global society is greatly transformed by the fast-
paced information revolution. Entering into a new stage of development with the outside world,
China has shared closer bond of interest with other parties, assumed greater responsibility for world
peace and stability, made significant contributions to world economic growth, especially in the Asia-
Pacific region, and built more compact ties in cultural exchanges. The world today is undergoing
major developments which can be characterized by the trend of multi-polarization and the pursuit
of development, reform and cooperation. In such circumstances, China will address the following
four areas in its diplomatic work: vigorously promoting the international development agenda,
continuously adhering to the new security concept with the times, further advancing the reform of
economic governance, and upholding the spirit of unity and cooperation for mutual benefit.

Views on the Structural Contradictions in the Western World in Light of the Current
World Situation

Currently, the Western world is confronted with grave economic challenge, intensified social
discontent, mushrooming media scandals and outrageous military interventions throughout the world.
The following in-depth structural contradictions are the main underlying reasons for these phenomena:
zero-sum partisan game in political regime, deficit spending to maintain government operation,
excessive consumption of people, fragile virtualized economy, hollowing-out economy, twisted media
manipulated by monopoly giants, as well as the low risk of launching a war in a world of unbalanced
power. However, the Western world still has strong self-repair capacity. The current difficulties do not
suggest any recession or power decline of the Western world; neither would they give up the leading
role in global affairs or implement strategic contraction.

Chinese Culture and Its Implications for Foreign Policy-making

Culture matters in foreign policy making. The four key elements in the Chinese culture—
contextuality, correlativity, complementarity and changeability, suggest that Chinese have a lot of
emphasis on shi (megatrend), guanxi (relationality), e (harmony), and bian (co-changeability). In
China’s foreign policy-making, these elements demonstrated that Chinese put a high value on the
overall situation when making policies and act with the shi rather than against it; Chinese also value
relational governance, they tend to build up a good atmosphere and manage well the relational web;,
Chinese stick to the “no-enemy assumption” while coordinating conflicts and disputes; Chinese will
change with the mega-trend, change in behavior or even change in identity.
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