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Abstract: Taking the process of establishing diplomatic relation between Malaysia and China ( 19494974) as an

example

this paper analyzes the backgrounds of Malaysia’s policy towards China by means of level analysis and po—

liheuristic theory. Firstly this paper looks back to the early Malay-China relations dominated by the Britain-China

relations

then under this historical background it proceeds to the confrontation and conflicts between the two na—

tions from the independecy of Malaysia to the 1960s. It also explores the backgrounds under which the two states

reached a rapprochement and established normal diplomatic relations from the late 1960s to the early 1970s and fi—

nally it concludes by giving a rather comprehensive analysis and summarization on the zigzag process.
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