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English Abstracts

Summary of African Situations in 2005

Zong He

Into 2005, new progresses have been made in
peace and stability, social transformation, and united
self— improvement in African Countries. Breakthroughs
have been made in Sudan and Somalia issues, and
multi- party democracy with African characteristics has
been gradually established. Elections were held in 13
countries without instability similar to that in the early
1990s, or the “ Color Revolution” . The African Union
continuously promotes African integration and domr

nates in resolution of African internal issues. Sub— re

pp- 10— 14

gional organizations improve themselves through deep-
ening regional cooperation and depending on regional
anchor states. Some African leaders even held discus
sions on the issue of establishing United States of Afri-
ca. In UN Security reforms, African countries once
again lay out their importance. African Cooperation
with other developing countries is promising. African
economy keeps increase for 11 years in succession.
However, Africa only takes a small step toward renais

sance.

Sino— African Economic and Trade Cooperation Develops Steadily

Zhou Jianging

Sino — African economic and trade operation
steadily develops in 2005, with rapid inaease in bilat
eral trade, successive optimization of trade patern, fast
developments in investments, contract and labor servic
es toward Africa, continuous enlargement in assistance
volumes toward Africa, and further step toward multi—
and bilateral cooperative mechanism. Despite many fa
vorable factors, many problems demanding both

China’ s and Africa’ s full considerations still exist,

pp- 15— 18

such as increased external competition and internal
trade friction. Important measures put forth by Presi-
dent Hu Jintao in Sept. 2005 to consolidae and
strengthen China’ s cooperation with other developing
countries and the forthcoming Ministerial Conference of
China- Africa Forum will further promote economic
and trade cooperdion. Based on current good coopera

tion, Sino— African economic and trade cooperation in

2006 will develop toward higher level.

U. S. Military Presence in the Middle East and Its Strategic Aim

Zhao Guozhong

Afier the Sept. 11, through successively launclr
ing the Afghan War and the Iraq War in the Middle
East, the U.S. has established its military presence in
Afghanistan, Iraq and Central Asia. With the intention
of confirming its military presence in the Middle East,
when the Iraq War ended, the United States adjusted
its global military strategy, including increasing milit

pp- 32— 36

ary appropriations, cutting down the number of military
bases, strengthening major bases, and formulating new
military anti— terror strategies. However, long garrison
of U. S. military troops in the Middle East inevitably
face many problans, including huge military expendi
ture, heavy death toll, and isolated ground; some of
which are hard to deal with. That U. S. military forces
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are likely to plunge into Iraq deeper and deeper and
unlikely to pull away in a short time will consequently

affect U. S. plans for global military deployment.

Syria— U. S. Relations in the Post— Cold War Era

He Zhilong

The long cold Syria— U. S. relations during the
Cold War ameliorated a lot after the Gulf War. After
the Sept. 11 incident, strong disputes over the definr
tion of terrorism and leadership in the anti— terror war
emerged in the U. S. — waged global wars against ter
rorism. Syria was opposed to U.S.’ military attacks on

Iraq, however offered certain cooperation under the

pp- 47— 52

U.S. pressure. When Iraq War ended, U. S. forced
Syria withdrawal from Lebanon, thus ending the “ spe-
cial Syria— Lebanon relations”, and putting Syria into
isolation. This paper argues that future Syria— U. S.
relations will experience fundamental disputes, as well

as continued cooperation.

On the Plantation of French Laws into Black Africa
during the Colonial Period

Hong yonghong & (Qu Dong

During the wlonial period, French laws were
planted into Black Africa in two ways. On the one
hand,

French African colonies; on the other hand, France

some French laws were directly applied in

created special laws for colonies. The latter can be dr
vided into tow kinds: those made by Central French

and those made by French local colonial governments.

pp-9- 63

The plantation of French laws into Africa did not elimi-
nate African customary laws. Therefore, there were
three kinds of laws in French African colonies: the law
of metropolitan origin, local enactments, and custom-
ary law. After independence, the French African states
mherited French law, with African customary laws be-

ing applied at the same time.

Reflections on Modernization of African Legal Culture

Xia Xinhua

The modernization of legal culture is the main
content of cultural modernization, as well as the conr
ponent of social modemization. Africa’ s modemization
and development depend on and contain each other.
Modernization is the urse of social changes. Conr
pared with other area, the modermnization of legal cubt

ture, which includes the cultural modernization of cus

080.

pp. 64— 68

tomary laws and the modernization of legal system, is
an urgent issue facing all African countries. In this
process, how to reveal the modern value of the tradi-
tional law, how to reasoningly understand the Sharia is-
sue in Africa, and how to accomplish the legal unifica-
tion in African countries are real problems demanding

prompt solutions.



