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KL R, RPN T AT SR # A TR U L PR, BRI < RRE R e
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VO R AR, A BRI B) il ok Hizah Eia . WEMEsh € a1 2 XR . WA
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B« —ANHBXVF 2 F S 2B (PR RBA) 72 BN I 2 B2 A
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SRS HEINRE TR B RN AR B0 . AERVE A NIRRT I, Rl R T SCE R
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p. 263.
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TR AT LA, VU5 S T T O P RS R e o R AR AT D A N A R R R TR
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5 S e SRR Al SR B AR VF 2 IR AN BEPE AR T S5, T i A ol R P i AN e
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N REARNL: R R OMRE

fET IR TR B 25, T E 2 & IS R AR, R e AN AT 5 R
[ b G AR eI BRI KA. RER S RNIRZIZ I GR, DR 14T A AR B ¢
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AT N K. 75 EBR R R, X HUE B R R R I K
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(substantialism) FIZK AT X (relationalism) o ZKIRFEIRINN, S5 3 Xt #2220 JE A R4
Tia, AT AR A ST e B BEMEAT O AR, AT RORYE A & B HEER BUML AT 3l
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TR AT AR, PTEL, AR AS X 2 — AN 5g. SRR FE RSB R AL 252
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(Fo" KR8 SCH R T — AN FEL ) A7k PRI AT A AR T T R v RN IR I (H LR
KA B HURIR TEEAE R, EEEEAHE WM ) 4k, ded. raidbdss
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RAAEAL 2 HB) LB PR 45 J7 TH A U ATE 8. T EL, TGI8 BOKRIR FF IR IE 2 A S b
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WEHE. BEM, TR P A v BEIR IE 2 AN O M8 SO AR I SR AR BIG, AT 2 — Ak )
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e ARG ISR ¢ R I AL 55 AN BUA BF K, AL SABUA R RRUE 15762 2551 % R MIIHE,
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ABSTRACTS

turn away from the basic problematic of metaphysics and adopt the paradigm of philosophy of
communication. Correspondingly, intersubjectivity will replace subjectivity as the foundation of
this new philosophical paradigm. Despite this, Habermas s paradigm shift presents difficulties
both in its mode of thinking and its specific reasoning. Any attempt to overcome these difficulties
will lead to the dialectical approach. Adorno s negative dialectics exhibits more incisive insights
and leaves space for the possible construction of future theoretical modes.

Special Issue
Reflections on the Chinese Classics Craze and Research on the Classics Issue
Zhang Shuguang, Gan Chunsong and Zhao Lin ¢ 44 ¢

The reemergence in the twenty first century of the “Chinese classics craze" has ignited a new
round of academic debate about the study of the classics. The debate focuses on the definition of
“Chinese classics" and their role in China s modernization, and sheds light on the historical desti-
ny and prospects of our national culture amid the tides of globalization and modernization. It is
incumbent on academia to engage in sober reflection and rational discussion in this protracted de-
bate and to guide the selfcriticism and modern transformation of traditional culture, rebuild the
spiritual world of contemporary Chinese, and meet the challenges of modernity by assuming a
stance of historical materialism. With this in mind, we have organized this special issue, inclu-
ding three articles which discuss from different perspectives the historical inevitability of the
“Chinese classics craze"; the intellectual and cultural implications, character and definition of the
classics; and their role and limitations in contemporary China s intellectual and cultural construc-
tion. Professor Zhang Shuguang from the Research Center for V alue and Culture of Beijing Nor
mal U niversity argues that the study of the classics centers on the concept of “human, " a concept
clearly expressed in the Confucian idea of =“benevolence." The transmission and development of
this idea will not only provide intellectual resources for modern Chinese to pursue their lives, but
will also help construct the -relationships" and =wholeness" of modern society and of the cosmos
and develop a virtuous cycle of interaction between study of the classics and modern academic re-
search, thereby remedying to some extent the shortcomings of the latter. But all this must be
based on full cultural and academic =consciousness" guided by historical materialism. Professor
Gan Chunsong from the School of Philosophy of Renmin U niversity holds that the classics can be
best defined as a critical perspective which can illuminate for us the particularity of academic tra-
dition and the importance of China s own value position, but this does not imply that we must re-
ject the Western academic system in order to effectively carry on the spirit of indigenous culture.
Likewise, identifying with one s country does not mean being ignorant of the values and interests
shared by all human societies. The purpose of emphasizing the Chinese classics is to go beyond
them. Professor Zhao Lin from the School of Philosophy at Wuhan University reflects on three
aspects of the —tlassics craze. " He believes that this craze is the inevitable outcome of the connec-
tion between the global trend towards cultural conservatism and cultural tradition with Chinese
characteristics, that the revival of the Chinese classics with its focus on Confucianism is of vital
practical significance to modern China s cultural construction, and that the most necessary and
critical part of that construction is to use the scientific and rational spirit of Marxism to guide the

. ) P .
classics self criticism and renovation.

(4) Relationality and Processual Construction: Bringing Chinese Ideas into International Relations
Theory Qin Yagin * 69 °

The three mainstream international relations theories —structural realism, neoliberal institu-
tionalism and structural constructivism —have missed an important factor, namely the study of
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processes in the international system and relational complexity in international society. Informed
by social constructivism, this paper aims to make up for this missing link and develop a theoreti
cal model of processual constructivism by incorporating two key Chinese ideas: process and rela-
tions. <Process," defined as relations in motion, can stand on its own, has its own dynamics,
and plays a crucial role in international relations. T he core of process, by definition, consists in
relations. If -rationality" has been a key concept for Western society, with its basis in individual-
ity, then its counterpart in Chinese society should be -relationality. " Conceptualizing relationali
ty and treating it as the core assumption, processual constructivism holds that relational networ
king in international society helps nation states establish their identities and produces internation-
al power. Processual constructivism is an evolutionary theory at the system level; it focuses on
interactive practices among states, and emphasizes the independent ontology of social processes
which play an important role in constructing international norms and state identities.

(5) Pre Qin Thinking on the Politics of Inter- State Relations and Its Implications
Yan X uetong * 87 *

In terms of level of analysis, pre Qin thinking on the politics of interstate relations involves
three categories: system, state and individual. In terms of philosophical preference, this thinking
can be categorized as either materialism or idealism. Pre Qin works explore the causes of war
from the perspective of human nature, ideology, or institutions and norms, and then propose
ways of ensuring peace and maintaining order among states by uniting them, establishing institu-
tions and norms or introducing new concepts. Many of them expound the necessity of making mo-
rality the foundation of leadership among states, but some also highlight the role of material pow-
er and institution building. Regardless of their divergence, all believe that political power consti-
tutes the basis of comprehensive state power and attach much importance to political leadership, a
point on which they differ significantly from modern conceptions. T hese ideas may stimulate the
development of contemporary international relations theory, implying as they do that the influ-
ence of a theory is based on the scope of its application; that moral leadership is necessary in
meeting norr traditional threats; that international authority has morality as its foundation; and
that the construction of international concepts is a top-down process initiated by great powers and

then accepted by weaker countries.

(6) Urban Consumer Demand in China: An Empirical Analysis Using the Dynamic Semiparametric
Panel Data Model Lou Feng and Li Xuesong * 109 *

Based on Chinese provincial data from 1991 to 2005 and a dy namic semiparametric panel data
model informed by Horowitz and Henderson s semiparametric panel data estimation and Hubler s
nonparametric GMM estimation, this paper describes the changing effect on consumption of in-
come disparities among Chinese urban dwellers. The results show that there is a substantial
—ratchet effect" in the consumption of urban residents, that income disparity has a clear negative
influence on consumption, and that in broad terms the trajectory of this influence shows a double

peak curve.
(7) Social Control of Residential Lease Contracts XuDefeng * 125

Many countries impose a certain social control on residential lease contracts. There are two
major models for such control: the stricter one of rent control and the more liberal one of restric
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