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Abstract; In the 1990s, there is a major change in Japan’s foreign trade policy. In 1999, Japanese government is-
sued the white paper of its trade relations which announced for the first time that Japan seeks free trade agreements
(FTAs) and Economic Partnership Agreements ( EPAs) with most Asian countries while sticking to the multilater-
alism. The economic reasons are its concerns about the rise of regional cooperation in America and Europe and wor-
ries that it will be marginalized. The political reason is to offset the rising influence of China. At present, Japan has
finished and is implementing FTA with Singapore and Mexico. It is negotiating the FTA with Malaysia, Philippines,
Thailand, Indonesia, and Republic of Korea. To negotiate FTA with Australia, Vietnam, Switzerland, and Gulf
Corporation Council is under consideration. Japanese FTA strategy challenges its policies on agriculture and popula-
tion shifting at home and has some impacts upon the U. 8. and China. This paper reviews the progress of Japanese

FTA strategy and calls for the necessity and urgency for China’s FTA strategy.
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