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The International Positioning of China and the Strategic Principle of
“‘KReeping a low profile while getting something accomplished”
Adhering to the strategic principle of “keeping a low profile does not suggest following a
stereotype. Only by properly balancing this principle with China’s international status, rethink-
ing its connotation and phrasing so as to keep advancing with the changing times, can we better
inherit its spirit and eventually fulfill the national dream of turning from a populous nation with
increasing economic strength and political influences to a harmonious one with advanced edu-

cation, technology and culture.

The Global Financial Crisis and the Changes of
International Pattern
The global financial crisis has brought major and profound changes to the international power
structure. The world witnesses the synchronous and rapid development of fast-proceeding mul-
tilateralism, the narrowing North—South divide, the balancing geopolitical powers and the diver-
sifying institutional regimes. However, these developments are still in the gradual phase of
quantitative change without changing essential content in the near future. The dominant role of
the United States in world politics, the North—South inequality and the Western-led internation-

al system will last for certain years.

An Analysis of the Adjustiments of the Obama

Administration’s Global Strategy
The Obama administration has carried out several adjustments in its global strategy since it
came to power in 2009. For example, the strategic perspective on the world pattern has shifted
from “Pax Americana” to multilateral engagement led by the United States; the strategic guide-
line has replaced the previous violent approach of regime change with more productive “Smart
Power”; the strategic focus has moved from highlighted military security concern to fields of e-
conomy, education, technology, energy, nuclear safety, Internet and special activities; the
strategic distribution has gradually shaken off the Greater Central Asia Partnership and the
Greater Middle East Initiative to pursue strategic contraction in the Middle East and the so-
called U.S. "return to Asia”; the military notion of "simultaneously winning two conventional
wars" has been modified to “winning the present war” for the first time; the strategic approach
has adopted the “selective multilateralism” instead of mere unilateralism. Even these efforts
have showed some signs of success, it is unlikely that the United States could revive its unipo-
lar hegemonic dream.




