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Nuclear Terrorism and the Obama

Administration’ s Nuclear Strategy
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Abstract: With changes in the international nuclear security environment
and increased recognition of the threat presented by nuclear terrorism, in
order to enhance America’ s nuclear arms control institutions and its strategic
need for discursive hegemony in this area, to intervene in the domestic poli-
tics of other states and to better serve the global and regional strategic needs
of the US, the Obama Administration has given antrnuclear terrorism policy
a higher place vis -vis America’ s nuclear strategy. However, given the nar
row nature of how this policy serves America’ s arms control policy and its
discursive hegemony, the following shortcoming are inevitable: the cause and
effect relationship is reversed in the Obama administration’ s antrnuclear ter
rorism policy; the objectives of the Obama A dministration’ s antr nuclear ter
rorism policy are misguided to an extent; there are internal inconsistencies in
the American nuclear policy. Precisely because of these shortcomings, the
anttnuclear terrorism policy of the Obama Administration inevitably impacts
international antrnuclear terrorism efforts in more than one way.
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