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The evolution of Korea Maritime Security Strategy

—The Probing of Path

GUO Rui' LING Shengli’

(1. Jilin University ~ Changchun 130012 China; 2. China Foreign Affairs University Beijing 100037 China)

Abstract: The three sides sea—tinged geopolitical environment makes maritime security very important to South
Korea. After 60 years of evolution South Korean maritime security strategy has changed dramatically: Strategic
orientation changes from the “dependency” to “independent” and further into “mutual support”; Strategy range
changes from “offshore” to “ocean” and seeking “reconciling far and near”; Strategic means changes from
“defense” to “deterrence” and further to “prevention”; Strategic connotations expands from military security to
comprehensive security. International environment changes variation of security dilemma and the strengthening
of its own power mainly account for the evolution of the maritime security strategy in South Korea. However
This paper deems the success or failure of the evolution of this strategy will depend on whether the US-ROK alli-
ance coordinates or contradicts whether the strategic objectives consistent with the strategic resources and
whether there exist unexpected accident.democratization and the impact of strategy cycle.

Key words: South Korea; maritime security strategy; evolution; the US-ROK Alliance
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