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Why Alliances Collapse?
Liu Feng Dong Zuozhuang (4)

[Abstract] There has been no due attention paid to and sufficient discussion about alliance
collapse in the field of alliance politics. Although states form alliance to counter their com—
mon threats the alliance will not dissolve immediately when the threats no long exist. There
exist differences in mechanisms between alliance formation and alliance collapse for the rea—
son that what contributes to alliance collapse is not simply the factors to maintain alliance. In
this article we raise three mechanisms of alliance collapse: (1) the rise of external threats
and previous conflict experience among alliance members may lead to collapse; (2) the more
unstable the international system and background conditions are the more probable collapse
occurs; (3) last but not least higher internal and external costs when superpower as an ally
and domestic democratic polity always make alliance more stable. The authors argue that the
changing conditions of background and alliance maintenance will lead to changes in alliance
value and the alliance members will make their decisions based on a comparison between al—
liance value and abrogation cost. Based on an empirical study of the bilateral alliances
formed between 1816 and 1989 by using Cox Hazard model the authors conclude that states
treat alliance abrogation as a strategy instead of an opportunistic behavior.

[Key Words] alliance value bilateral relations abrogation cost alliance collapse
[Authors]Liu Feng Associate Professor of Department of International Relations Nankai
University; Dong Zuozhuang Undergraduate Student of Department of International Rela—
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Just War Theory and the Humanitarian Intervention
Wei Zongyou (32)

[Abstract] The Just War theory is a Western ethical theory answering when and how to re—
sort to war which was originated in the fifth century by the Christian theologist Saint Au—
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