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An Analysis of U. S. Soft
Power -eeecerecccceenicenaan.. Kong Xiangyong and Mei Renyi  (7)

Joseph Nye first developed the concept of “soft power” in 1990 in re-
sponse to a popular belief that the American power was in decline.

Nye argued that the United States was still the strongest nation not
only in military and economic power, but also in a third dimension of
the soft power, which rested primarily on three sources: its culture,
its political values and its foreign policy. In recent years, anti-Ameri-
canism increased throughout the world, and many people shed doubt
on the United States’ soft power-its ability to attract others by the le-
gitimacy of U. S. policies and the ideological values that underlay
them. This paper analyzes some essential components of American
soft power-competitiveness in science and technology, in thought and
in norm and in agenda setting, in education and population, and con-
cludes that American soft power will continue to grow. What really
hamper American soft power are not its international rivals, but the
frustrated mood of American people and domestic partisan divisions.

Some Thoughts on U. S, National Power and its Global

Status sreeceereeeeeeeeeiiiiaan. Zhu Chenghu and Meng Fanli (29)
The U. S. national power and global status have been crippled by the
financial crisis starting from 2008, and the United States falls into re-
cession. However, this fact doesn’t mean that the United States will
embark on a path of permanent decline, since its national mechanisms
are conducive to its recovering from the crisis. Besides, the impact of
the financial crisis on US is limited, and US dominant position in
world affairs has not been fundamentally shaken and will maintain
that dominance for a fairly long time.

Same-Sex Marriage Issue and American
Politics  wsssrsrsnsesssnsnsnnrasssmrnnrnessesarsnsesve Zhang Yeliang (43)

The issue of same-sex marriage is highly controversial in the making



of American public policy, and very complex and sensitive in current
American politics. From the perspective of party politics and electoral
politics, and based on a historical survey of the evolution of same-sex
issue, this article holds that with the development of LGBT rights
movement, public acceptance of homosexuality and equal rights for
gay people has been growing, but American society still split on the
same-sex marriage issue. The disputes over same-sex marriage are a-
bout whether gay and lesbian couples should have the right to marry,
and whether gay marriage should be granted federal-sanctioned bene-
fits equal to heterosexual spouses. The controversy, in reality, re-
flects two different cultural and moral values and indicates conflicts
between traditional views on marriage and modern views on equal
rights. Toward same-sex marriage, there are remarkable different at-
titudes in the areas of American political parties, ideology, race, eth-
nicity, religion, gender, age, and regions. For American politics,
the same-sex marriage issue is one of defining issues for two major
parties’ images and an important part and a “wedge issue” in presi-
dential elections.

A Brief Analysis of Obama Administration’s Minilateral Diplomacy
in the Asia-Pacific «-+tverererererseeseenneennneennes Zhang Yong  (66)

Since the Obama Administration came into power, the United States
has laid more emphasis on “Smart Power” strategy to achieve the goal
of forging a multi-partner world under American leadership by contai-
ning world multipolarization and by integrating new variables. In par-
ticular, the Obama Administration is convinced that the US dominant
position in the Asia-Pacific area is challenged by the rapid integration
of the area, which is driven by the rise of China. It follows that the
Obama Administration has relied on expanding “minilateral” security
groupings to support its reconstruction of the Asia-Pacific security ar-
chitecture. The U. S. is weaving a new multi-level security network,
which is centered on bilateral alliance, linked by “minilateral” securi-
ty groupings, and circled by multilateral engagement. The minilater-
al diplomacy reveals the U. S. ’s intention to relieve its hegemony
burden through encouraging cooperation and to adopt a policy alterna-
tive to make China embedded into the net. In the foreseeable future,
this new security infrastructure, as is signified by “multilateral and
minilateral” approaches, will continue in the Asia-Pacific area.

Driving Force of America’s Foreign Policy: Dualist Approach
or Material Interest‘? ............... seeccsscesscsesssese Gao Cheng (82)
This paper studies the driving force of America’s foreign policy



