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The American Factor and its Influence in the

Disputes in South China Sea
He Zhigong An Xiaoping

Abstract: T he return of the United States in Southeast Asian affairs ush-
ers in new complexities into the maritime disputes in South China Sea. This
article provides an account of the current state of affairs in the South China
Sea and reviews the different legal interpretations each involved party in the
disputes adopts in their approaches. T he article also analyzes the U. S.” s ir
terests in the disputes, its policy and their influences to the claimants. The
US has provided support to Southeast Asian states— in particular Vietnam,
the Philippines and Malaysia— towards their claims in the disputed area.
These supports are to ensure that the open seas lanes of communication and
maritime security in South China Sea. By examining the “U. S. factor,” it is
clear that U. S.’ s involvement is slowly transforming the disputes. Increas
ingly, the disputes are becoming more “ multilateralized” and “international-
ized.” This U. S. factor is posing challenges to China’ s efforts at resolving
the South China Sea issue.
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