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: Yoshiki Kaneko: Dual Strucrure in the State— NGO Relationship, in Shinichi Shigetomi( ed. ), The State and
NGOs: Paspective from Asia. Singapore: Instiute of Southeag Asian Studies, 2002, p. 182.
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The Evolution of NGOs in Malaysia

WANG Hu

(' School of International Studies, Xiamen Universiy, Xiamen 361005, Fujian)

Abstract: In Malaysia, little heed had been paid to associational life until © social welfare bodies’ gave way to more political
NGOs by the 1980s, and the emergence of these organizations was regarded as a new phenomenon. While the specfic shape of
many contemporary NGOs and the roles they play may be new, they are often built upon social networks and associations with a
long history. Ethnic relationship between the Malays and the norr Malays was poliically institutionised by the bumiputra policy,
and the resources available to the two ethnic groups were paitially allocated in favor of the Maays. To narrow the gap in the
administrative services supplied to the M alay and the nor Malay communities and the gap in the right of access to the resources in
the government’ s possession, a number of NGOs sprouted up in the nomr Malay communities. This has given rse to a dual
stiucture, consisting of the nor M alay communities with thriving NGOs and the M alay community with very inactive NGOs . With
the implementation of NEP, the government controlls the development in the rural areas inhabited mostly by Malay people, leaving
little wom for the development of NGOs. This has given rise to another dual structure, consisting of rural areas with few and urban
areas with thriving NGOsr.

Key words: Malaysia, new economic policy, NGOs



