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The Impact of the Growth of Modern Cities
on the Social Relationships in Japan

XU Xiaoguang
(College of History and T ourism, Sichuan Normal University, Chengdu, Sichuan 610066)

Abstract: The growth of the modern cities and the merchandise economy made remarkable impact

on the social relationships in Japanese society. The townsfolk class became wealthier because of their

business activities, and their social positions started to be promoted. On the other hand, the Samurai

were away from the industry and businesses and relied upon annual tributes. They gradually became
poorer and lost their social rank. T o survive their life, a lot of Samurai participated in business activi-

ties,

which violated the law of the Shogunate government, and were close to the interest of business-

men and rich peasants. The farmer class began to split, too. Some farmers worked their way into rich

peasants and townsfolk, while most became poorer. T he complicated social relationship changes at the
eve of the Restoration made significant influence on the social improvement during and after the Resto-

ration.

Key words: T he Growth of Cities; Social Relationships; Samurai; Townsfolk; Farmers
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