o 60

Abstract In order to counteract the Japanese government’s hostility to new China and its refusal to normalize re—
lationship with China the Chinese government well aware of the benefit—oriented nature of the Japanese govern—
ment severed all economic ties with Japan at the end of 1950s and made it clear that the Japanese government
must stop its anti—China policy before resumed trade with China is possible. However owing to the efforts of
Japanese non—governmental organizations political out—parties and the pro—China political activists and more
importantly plagued by the economic disaster of the “Great Leap Forward” and the setback in foreign policy due
to the deterioration of the Sino—Soviet relationship the Chinese government cast aside political principle and re—
opened trade with Japan in 1960s. This was accompanied by an attempt to form a united front with Japan against
the Soviet Union. A dual line of economic and political pragmatism prevailed. Such a redirection in policy in the
diplomatic relationship with Japan in 1960s might have been an act on political and situational contingency but it

represented a deviation from the main theme of the Sino-Japan relationship with far-reaching negative conse—

quences.
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