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Probe on the Origin of Japan’s Continental Policy

Yuan Jirong

Abstract: Japan’s continental policy is the key of its expansion policy in modern times. So-

called “the continental policy” refers to the total expansion route that Japan implemented by

military force to the mainland countries such as China and Korea from the 19th century to

the mid-20th century, by which Japan vainly hoped to dominate Asia and conquer the world.

Japan’s “continental policy” originates from its traditional culture and modern Japan’s

thought, among them, “the god country principle”,

”, “the overseas expansion theory”, and

“the militarism” constitute its backbone. It is not only a question of history to explore

Japan’s “continental policy”, but also a question of reality. Through the historical examina-

tion, it is helpful to deepen our understanding and maintain the vigilance on it in the reality.

Key words: Japan’s continental policy; the god country principle; the overseas expansion

theory; the militarism
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