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tention to today s major theoretical and practical problems in international relations, and gives these problem a
scientific interpretation or response irr depth; Third, we must have the courage and sense of innovation, but al-

so have the ability.

World Economy

51

Interest Groups and US International Monetary Policy by  Zhou Yiejing
Traditional opinion supports the argument that special interest groups exert little influence on international mo-
netary policy process of the United States. This traditional opinion, however, fails to account for the active
participation of interest groups in American policy towards China on the RMB issue. With a review of group
activity in forcing RMB revaluation, this article discusses why the argument of long term silence of groups in
international monetary policy loses its explanatory power in the RMB issue. An analysis of the incentives and
yields of collective action in the issue challenges the trade/currency typology. Instead, specificissue area may
be a proper perspective to examine the role of interest groups in American international economic policy-mak-
ing. Finally, policy recommendations are also provided for China to respond to new trends in Chinarelated in-

terest groups in the United States.

Countries and Regions

57 The Characteristics of Russian Diplom acy During Putin's Presidency by Cong Peng & Zhang Ying

Putin who had been in power for eight years ended his presidency and became the prime minister of Russia in
May, 2008. Russia not only has increased its comprehensive national strength, butits foreign policy has become
more and more mature, its geopolitical strategy has become clearer and clearer. Russian impact on world politics
and international pattern has gone up in these eight years. In this period, Russia has put pragmatic foreign poli-
cy. Russia played the resource card according to its power predominance. Russia carried out multr-facet diplo
macy, promoted its relationship with Commonweath of Independent States and ensured Russian leadership at
the same time, stabilized and increased its relations with China, pursued diplomacy in Europe and Asia with

new characteristies. These characters will not change after Putin became the prime minister of Russia.

65 Party Polarization in Congress: Causes and Consequences by Xie Tao

U.S. Congress has become a major focus of research in American studies in China. While party polarization has
become a major research area for American scholars, few Chinese scholars to my knowledge have paid attention
to the phenomenon. Since the 1970s, while inter party heterogeneity has grown dramatically, intrax party homo-
geneity has also increased substantially at the same time, thus resulting in increasing polarization. I argue that
party realignment in the South, legislative reforms, and the increasing role of money in congressional elections
are the three most important causes of polarization. One consequence of party polarization is that the majority
party has to frequently use unorthodox means to achieve its legislative goals. Another consequence is that the o

verall legislative efficiency decreases.

72 A Brief Analysis of the “National Defense Strategy of the United States of America” ( 2008)

by Li Hao
On July 31,2008, the U.S. Department of Defense (DOD) issued the latest report of “the National Defense
Strategy” (NDS), which serves as the last guiding strategy of the Bush Administration. Seven chapters are in-
cluded in this report which are Foreword, Introduction, the Strategic Environment, the Strategic Framew ork,
DoD Capabilities and Means, Managing risk and Conclusion. This paper ,in the first part, briefly introduces
the main contents of the report, trying to find out the connection between NDS and other strategic reports.
The characteristics of this report will be explored in the next section, and the causes of the characteristics will
be discussed. Finally, the article will sum up the counter terrorism policies of the Bush Administration and of-

fers the author s views.
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