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A Historical Study on the Kosovo’s Ethnic Problem

Chen Zhiqiang
Abstract: Kosovo's problem is the typical one of the Balkan’s, which has a long history without common interests and district co-
herence. It is necessary for this district to have a historical conformity process under one kind of strong power, making many dif-

ferent ethical elements together into a modemn nation — state. The Byzantine Empire tried its best to be the strongest power and
forced successfully to put many ethnic groups together by Eastern Orthodox Church and the Byzantine culture until the 13th Centu-
1y. But the Byzantine efforts were stopped by the Fourth Crusade in 1204 when Constantinople was occupied by the greedy
knights, and the conformity process of the Balkans had been forced to interrupt. From then on, the divisive races heritage
strengthens the extreme nationalism, and becomes the history root of the contemporary catastrophe in the Balkans, especial in
Kosovo.
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