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A Discussion on the American TV Progran R ating Systan

DAT Shu- ying

(School of H istory and Culwre N ortheastN om al University Changchun, Jilin, 130024 China )

Abstract The 1990s wilnessed the most deleriorating perbds of tine when American TV progran s were
plagued w ih violence and ndecency. V arious social problems occurred to draw the canmon concern of the A-
merican society as awhok due to the vblent and pornographic TV prograns It is during the Clinton A dn inis-
tration thatw ith the push of the Am ercan government the American TV Progran Rating System was mp lenerr
ted aming to reduce the negatve nflience by the pograms of vblence and pornography to the audience es
pecially to the young people H owever the American Televisbn Rating systan attended to trifles and neglec
ted the roles of supervision and control and granted this role to the parents rendering the supervisng and corr
trolling of ndecentTV prograns an unsettled and unsolvab k issue U p to now, the systan, which has been n
app lication for about ten years & still experiencing constant mprovem ent

Key words American televison; V- chip Rating systanr Federal Communication A ct

' A PI'C(parents television council) State of the Television Industry R eport TV Bbodbat: V blence on Prme T ine BroadcastTV, htip //
www. parentstv. org /PTC/publicatons/reports/stateindustryv olence fm ain asp

® BararaK. K aye and Barry S.  Sapolky, “ O ffens ve Language in Prme— Tme Televison Four YearsA fierT elev sion A ge and Content Rat
ngs’, Joumal of Broadcasing & E lecronicM edia, Vol 48 No 4(2004): 554- 569

90



