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Mental Health Social work in America and Its Significance to China

ZHOU Yong

(Institute of Sustainable Development, Guangdong University of Finance, Guangzhou, Guangdong 510521;
Institute of Quantitative & T echnical Economics, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100732, China)

Abstract: Due to the unfavorable mental health condition and poor relevant working mechanism,
it is necessary for China to draw lessons from the professional social work in mental health field a-
broad. Andon this aspect, A merica is undoubtedly an excellent model, with a mature work system
developed from public hospitals to private clinics, from civic use to military use, from ordinary social
worker groups to expert panels, and from nongovernmental motivation to all- round governmental in-
volvement. Its remarkable achievements in demand orientation, problem consciousness, elite leader-
ship, personnel training, system construction, and financial guarantee are enlightening experiences for

China.
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