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SUMMARY

Feng Yujun, Jiang Li and Li Dong Duma and presidential elections in late 2007 and early 1008 in
Russia stood as important handover of power since Putin came to power that would decide on the
country’ s future orientation. Putin had been dedicated to ensuring the continuity of governance after
the handover so as to eventually realize his strategy of building Russia into a powerful country: Politi-
cally he aimed to establish a party institutional system based on ruling party monopoly, meticulously
arrange the personnel layout, and form a Putin — M ededjev power operation model while setting him-
self up as the “national leader” and extending a strong presidency. Economically he aimed to establish
a medium and long term state development strategy and keep a good account book for the next prest
dency while tightening state control over strategic sectors while forming competitive edge and enhan-
cing creativity with hi tech as the pillar to bring along economic rehabilitation. In foreign policy, with
Russia ridding itself of financial reliance on the West, totally changing its status of subordination and
forming a new international strategic outlook with its own strength and changeable international de-
velopments, Putin aimed to lay foundations for the building of a political and social system under
which Russia could survive without fearing or courting favor from the West. T he next four years will
see Russia continue implementation of the strength building strategy within the framework of “ Putin

program,” but the road of advance will be bumpy with risks.

XuHua As the main content of Russia’ s national image, also known as international image or
its foreign image, Russian political image has changed enormously in the last two decades from the
change of its name from the Soviet Union to New Russia. Due to its sophisticated interest relations
and ideological conflicts with the West, the image it displays when trying to play a more important
role on the world area has triggered unrest in the European— American community while its friendly

3

image with China is being preserved and consolidated, evolving from the “elder brother” to “strategic

partner.”

Liu Qingcai After the presidential elections in Russia in M arch 2008 M ededjev will assume presi-
dency with Putin as premier under the latter’ s political design. As Putin is known for his strong presi-
dency, the new Mededjev - Putin model will cause wide gossip and conjecture after Putin’ s assump-
tion of office as premier. According to Russia’ s federal constitution, and its constitutional and federal
laws, this article makes a deep and systematic study on the constitutional status of Russian presidency
and premiership, their power limit definitions and interrelationships. T his will be very important to
analyzing the subordination and coordination of future Russian presidency and premiership in power

operation as well as Putin’ s special status and role in Russian politics theoretically and realistically.



