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SPECIAL REPORTS

Putin’ s New Policies and Sino-Russian Cooperation
Li Jianmin 26

To forge a vigorous economy, a strong state regime and a powerful military remains Putin’ s established
goals during his new term of presidency. Compared with 2000, Putin will face equally complicated but
completely different problems in 2012. Whether Putin can realize self—transcendence, what paths he
will adopt to promote sustainable growth and whether he can elevate the quality of economic and social
progress through reforms and innovations will to some extent decide whether or not Russia can enter a
new development stage. In his new term, Putin is expected to steadily push forward reforms of political
systems, develop an innovative economy under the precondition that its growth is guaranteed, continue
adopting a balanced and pragmatic foreign policy and keep the continuity of Russia’s international and
foreign policies adopted in recent years.

Putin’ s New Policies and the Trends of Russia’ s Economic Policy
Qu Wenyi 31

Putin was inaugurated as President of the Russian Federation on May 7, 2012, starting a six—year third
term as Russian president. Putin is expected to take on a new type of industrialized path and promote
economic development through industrial policies. Under his new term, large—sized state—owned
enterprises and financial institutions will play a crucial role. The policy of state monopoly capitalism
will carry forward the idea that state ownership will long exist in the natural monopolies, military and
raw material industries. At the same time, Putin is also expected to lower risks through deregulation
and privatization. The orientation of re—industrialization, pressures to eliminate budget deficits, the
lessons of the debt crisis in the US and some European nations as well as the rapid rise of Russia’
middle class decide that Putin will have to weaken the Russian populist tinge during his new term of
presidency and focus his policies on human capital cultivation and the development of high—tech
industries. Whether Russia’ s economic policies can push forward its innovations and structural
transformation is decided by a series of conditions, of which the most important is whether its political
system can realize a smooth transition.

Russia’ s New National Development Strategy

Xu Poling 45

What kind of national development strategy Russia will adopt in the post-2012 election will produce
some far-reaching influences on internal and external situations. Putin once scored remarkable
achievements in pushing for his “powerful nation strategy”. However, Russia’ s development
encountered some new challenges after 2008 when Medvedev, as Russian president, worked out new
agendas for Russia’ s development. What kind of national development strategies Putin will embrace
after his presidential re—election will be decided by to what extent Putin will negate Medvedev’ s
agendas and whether or not Putin’ s “powerful national strategy” will enjoy a certain social political
foundation. Sound political reforms, a growth—based economic modernization strategy as well as a
balanced and pragmatic diplomacy that is beneficial to Russia’s rejuvenation are expected to constitute
the core contents of Russia’s national development strategy in the post—election era.



