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On the Relationship between
Scottish Enlightenment and Modernity

WANG Chao
(Institute of Literature , History and Philosophy,Shandong University,Jinan, Shandong 250100, China)

Abstract: Enlightenment has a multi —dimensional facet,among which the most typical and the most
obviously different two are: The French Enlightenment,and the Scottish Enlightenment. French Enlighten—
ment advocates “constructive reason” aiming to construct freedom ,equality ,fraternity of a utopian society,
and therefore embodying the rupture from traditional tradition and radical utopian nature of modernity.
Scottish Enlightenment asserts “common-sense reason” to establish a free,civilized and orderly commercial
community, thus embodying the continual and prudent spirit of modernity.Therefore,the Scottish
Enlightenment created by reason of modernity is different from that of French enlightenment and contributes
significant value to avoid crisis of the latter.
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