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The Republicans’ Criticism on the Plebiscite

Theory during the Second French Empire
SUN Yrping

(School of History and Culture ,Shandong University . Jinan 250100, Shandong , China)

Keywords: the Second French Empire; plebiscite; bonapartism; republicanism; popular sovereignty

Abstract: During the Second French Empire, the Republicans criticized the plebiscite theory fiercely which was advocated

by theorists of the Empire. These criticisms centered on four aspects:the objectivity of the results of the plebiscite, the

relationship between plebiscite and the public opinion, personal dictatorship as well as the representative system. Gener—

ally speaking,the Republicans failed to grasp the essence of the plebiscite theory and especially failed to analyze the spe—

cific historical circumstances. They merely formed a deduction from one theory to another and therefore made thenr—

selves selfcontradictory. And this reflected the Republicans’ cautious and conservative attitude to the modern demo—

cratic theory.
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