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The Political M eaning of Conspicuous Consumption in the Tudor Court

ZHANG D ian- qing
(School of H istory, H ebei Unwersity, Baoding H ebei 071002 China)

Abstract Diet and cloth ng in Tudor court not only preserved the lives of the peop le of royal court but also em-
bodied themonarchs’ power For this reason themonarchsmade great exertion tom aintan conspicuous corr
sum ption by way of bixurbus diet and clothing H owever such non— productive consumption n the courtwas
curbed by themonarchs’ I ited wealth due to the parliament’ s restriction of k ng’ s levying taxes for personal
consun ptbn according to he trad ition that he king shall live of his own The restricted consp icuous consum p-

tbn demonstrates the lin ited royal pow er
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A Camparison of Thought of Transfoom ing the Ruling Systan
between China and Japan fram 16" to 19" Cenftury

TIAN Yi- peng
(School of Phyilosaphy Sociology, Jilin University, Changchun, Jilin, 130012 China )

Abstract Under the background of W estern countries’ mnvasion of O rient and ntroduction of W estern learning
nio K astern coun tries fran 16th to 19th century, the intelkctuals of both China and Japan discussed deeply on
he issues about the mlng order and rulng system. Japanese elite took the lead n querying the shogunate—
danain systen, and disputed fiercely aound issue of systam conversion. At the same tine there are relatively
fev people who advocated refom ing the system of govemment n China A s far as changing the fom of goverr
ment is concemed Japan took the fom of “ Restoratbn”, instead of m itatng smply W estern “Democracy”,
and estab lished the T enno abso lutist regme which m eans transfomaton fran pure feudal style of govemment
to the fnal political bm of feudalisn, namely autocracy In the samne period the movement brrefom ing the
ruling system n Chna started later and took on radical deve bpment manentum. The revoluton rose rapidly
after themoderate political refomaton failed in late 19th century and caused the overthrow of Q ng Dynasty
and establishm ent of the firstR epublic n Asia In short There are differences n thought of refom ing ruling
systan between China and Japan which infuenced the fomation of modem nation state of the wo countres
and resulted n different wad to modem ization
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