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Evolvan ent of W estern Urban Sociology Research Paradigm
ZHOU Shu-qin
Abstract W estem uiban sociology, orgnating fran modem European ndustrial revolution and the process of

uban izatbn,  has w inessed parad gm shifis in lnew ith the deve bpm ent ofwestem ubanizaton In America

it once developed into a parad gn based on human ecology which was proposed and uphel by the Chicago

School Through criticizing the Chicago Schoo] the school ofNew Urban Sociology, characterized by its pro-

posal of space pstice and social stratification moven ent got established Then along with the emergence of

Fordist cites the development of service econany caused by outsourcng production and the process of glo-
balizatbn the socblogical sudies on cities have shifted fran “ beal” to “ global”, hence the estab lishm ent of
the Los Angles Schoo] which focuses on he gbbal utban space and theworld city A survey of the paradign

shifts in western utban sociobgy reveals that he further development of westem urban socblogy w ill be deter-

m ned by the characteristics of cities acquired in the process of urban izatbn

Key words urban sociobgy, Chicago Schoo]l new urban socplogy Los Angles Schoo] evolven ent of re-

search parad gm



