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Psychological Causes of the European Witch-hunt in the Long Seventeenth Century

SUN Yifei
(College of History and Culture, Northeast Normal University, Changchun 130024 ,China)

Abstract: In Europe, there was a huge Witch-hunt movement in the long seventeenth century (1580 —1700). Research
indicates,as a kind of collective behaviors, it has complicated motivation mechanism, psychological cause is an important
component, It is composed of psycho-hint from the tradition culture; search for scapegoat; psychological syndrome of
refusal-gulit, etc.

Key words: Witchcraft; Witch-hunt; Psychology; Long Seventeenth Century
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