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The Historical Evolution of Iranian Sufism and Sufi Order
LV Yao-un
( School of Philosophy and Social Development Shandong University Jinan 250100 China)

Abstract: Iran is an important area where Sufi thinking and Sufi Orders have emerged. Many famous Sufi thinkers
lived here. The ancient Persian Zoroastrian culture provides a rich ideological material for Iranian Sufism development and
for Sufism change from abstinence to mysticism. Iran is situated in the marginal areas of Islamic rule relatively favorable
political environment has provided chances for the development of Sufi Order. Before and after the Mongol invasion many
Sufi Orders came into being and sufi khaneqahs was built everywhere. In Iranian History the relationship between Shiite
and Sufism was highlighted with the establishment of the Safavid dynasty. The status and social function of Sufism caused
argument between Shiite Ulama and Jurist this further proved vitality of Sufism in the religious life.
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