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A Political Analysis of the Classical Greek Attitudes to
Work and Leisure
WANG Yun
(School of History and Culture Industry, University of Jinan, Jinan 250022, China)

Abstract: Classical Greek attitudes towards work and leisure, formulated by aristocrats, were embedded in class
interests and thus became a barrier erected against the pressures of democracy. However, what began as a defensive
measure against the encroachment of democracy has been passed on to us by historians, philosophers and some leisure
science researchers as a cultural antipathy toward work. Although leisure was a cultural ideal of Classical Greeks,
work was not considered servile by the majority of the Greek citizens. Work and leisure were morally compatible.
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