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Abstracts of the Major Articles

Folk Buddhism organizations & sculptures on Northern Zhou
Cui Feng

Folk Buddhism organizations is popular on Northern Zhou. From many sculptures we can see
that mosts of people voluntary spend lots of money to join imaging activities. The object of their
faith mainly is Buddha but not Bodhisattva. This is different from Northern Qi.

Theravada Manuscripts in China
Zhou Ya

T heravada manuscripts in China, which contrasted with the other 2 types Buddhist manuwr
scripts in the country, namely, Chinese Buddhist’ and Tibetan Buddhist’, are fresh ones that
rarely exposed to public until the past several years. They were mainly found in the Dai areas of
Yunnan province, south— western China. As a autonomous prefecture of Dai in Yunnan, Sip
songbanna is the most typical place where Dai people living together with rich amount of manu
scripts and popular Theravada Buddhism culture. This paper will share some knowledge of
T heravada Buddhist manuscripts in China, especially in Sipsonbanna, involving the following irr
formation: locations; resources and makers; general amount and types; scripts; and content;
etc. As the latest and most important outcome of the collation and translation of these manu
scripts in China, the Complete Collection of Chinese Palm— leaf Scriptures will be introduced as
well.

The Inner Logic of Hasidism within Martin
Buber s Rdigious Philosophy
Liu Jinzhong

T he construction of Martin Buber’ s religious philosophy was deeply influenced by the mys
tical paradigm of Jewish Hasidism. Among which, special attention should be directed to the irr
novation and transformation of the Hasidic movement from its traditional passive doctrine of Jew-
ish law to a newly active doctrine based on original religious faith since the modern times. By the
so— called “I- Thou” philosophy of dialogue evolving from the Hasidic paradigm, Buber’ s phi
losophy of religious existentialism not only achieved its transcendance over traditional philosophi-
cal epistemology from the dimension of religious faith, but also brought about religious concern
from active universalism. Meanwhile, the inner logic within this philosophical construction also
reflected the inherent paradox in the philosophical - reconstructing process of modern Jewish

thought.

An Analysis to the Sources and Features of the Jewish Laws
Xu Guang— ling

Jews are famous for abiding by the Jewish laws and preserving the traditional Hebrew cul
ture. The sources of Jewish law were extremely complex that revolved around The book of Laws,
contained all kinds of interpretations and amplifications thereof by religious authorities in differ
ent historical periods, and absorbed the traditional customs and habits from peoples in the Near
East. Finally, the legal system was established, under which Jewish law were recorded in reli-
gious classics, e. g. the Scripture, Talmud, Midrash and so on. With the economic develop
ment, the rules were simple and vague, some disputes rose among people. Thus Jewish scholars
made further interpretations accordingly, which didn’ t violate the Torah and be accepted by
most people easily. Because the Jewish law had been out of time, Jewish scholars used ‘ functiomr
al explanation’ to explain the Torah. The way not only insists on the letter of the biblical laws,
but also transforms these laws in essence. M eanwhile this way maintains the holiness and author
ity of the Jewish laws.
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