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The Evolution of Class Structure in Egypt Since 1900s
and Its Impact on Current Social Issues

Dai Xiaoqi

Egyptian  class  structure has  undergone
tremendous changes in formation of following 4
distinct periods: 1805 to 1840, the first independent
construction period ( period of Muhammad Ali ),
1840 to 1952, the first external influence period
(including Said and Ismail period and the colonial
and semi — colonial period) , 1952 to 1970, the
second independent construction period ( Nasser

period) , 1970 to 2011, the

second external
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influence period ( Sadat — Hosni Mubarak period) .
These changes of class structure affected social
progress and economic development, restricted the
process of modernization, and lead to long — term
social unrest. The tremendous change of class
structure in Egypt since the 19th century has made
profound impact on the country’ s political,
economic, social and cultural fields.

Viewpoints on the Tendency to Sub — Saharan Africa Political Situation

Zhang Hongming

The Turmoil taking place in North Africa has
not only made a direct impact on the Arab world in
the Middle East, but also posed a potential threat on
sub — Saharan Africa. In terms of the future political
trend in Africa: firstly, some countries in Sub -
Saharan Africa, the political turmoil may be
inevitable; but situation in Africa overall may keep
stability. Secondly, even if unrest may occur in
some countries of Sub — Saharan Africa, it will be

pp- 33 —41

different from what happened in North African; the
unrest here will not generate spillover effects like
North Africa. The reasons are that, the ethnic
structure , beliefs, cultural traditions,
especially political reforms and political governance,
etc. , these countries are different from what in the
Middle East. Therefore, “the overall stability while
local turbulence” can still be regarded the normal
political situation in Africa.

religious

On Hamas’ Suicide Attacks

Chen Tianshe

The main body of the Hamas’ suicide attackers
was young men. There were various motivations for
the suicide attacks. There were four social factors for
Hamas’ suicide attacks. Firstly, the miserable ex—
periences of Palestinian became a hotbed of the sui-—
cide attackers. Secondly, the strong identity of the
Palestinian to suicide attacks provided deep public
bases for Hamas’ suicide attacks. Thirdly, the Pal-
estinian turned to violence as a resort of the despair
of the Palestinian — Israeli peace process. Finally,
the Hamas’ suicide attacks had a lot of religious fac—
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tors. The Hamas’ suicide attack caused two effects.
One is that it caused the Palestinian and Israeli to
fall into a vicious circle of “violence to violence”,
but it strengthened the Hamas’ leader position as a
resistant organization. Another is that it caused the
martyrdom culture to become popular in Palestine
and inspired many Palestinians to join the suicide at—
tacks. In conclusion, the roots of the suicide attacks
of Hamas and other Palestinian groups are the Pales—
tinian despaired of the status quo and the Palestine
Question has not been revolved.



