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State and the Predicament of Ethnic Integration:
Fission of Malay Muslim Society in Southern Thailand since the 20" Century
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Abstract: This paper analyses the inner elements of Muslim separatism in Southern Thailand and proposes how to
deal with the predicament of ethnic integration in this district. The absence of political elites and politicalization of
Islam are the important characteristics of unbalance of Malay Muslim society in Southern Thailand. Thai government
seems suuess ful to modernize the traditional Islamic education system but the fact shows that the education reform
does not enforce the state identity among Malay Muslim but leads to the contrary result. Respecting the cultural tra—
dition of Malay Muslim resuming inner balance of social structure and providing diverse choices of institutions

would be helpful to solve the ethnic problem in Southern Thailand.
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