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Li Huacheng The Local Environment of Settlements and the Spread of the Black Death in
the 14" Century England

The Black Death devastated the whole England in the 14th century. The mode of its
spread was closely related to the local environment of settlements. For instance The spatial
environment of settlements facilitated the coexistence of rat flea and human while the social
environment of settlements accelerated the spread of the plague. Both factors mentioned above
worked together and finally influenced the spread of the epidemic according to different social
and natural conditions. However both the environments were created in specific natural and
social conditions by the human beings. As a result epidemics could ont only be controlled
but also be aggravated by the environments. The struggle against the pestilence was a reflex of

the untiring efforts of human beings to get upper hand over the plagues.

Shi Qingbo Greek Polis: Stateless Societies? A Debate about the Statehood of Ancient
Greek Poleis

According to Moshe Berent because of lack of public coercive apparatus the differentiation
of classes and government which were considered essential in traditional state theory most
ancient Greek poleis were stateless societies rather than states. His argument was criticized by
M. H. Hansen Leonid E. Grinin and E. C. L. van der Vliet. They all suggested that most
poleis were early democratic states or citizens—states because the institutions of polis were
sophisticated and efficient the judicial systems and the participation of citizens were more
prominent. This debate about statehood reflects some diverges of theory and research method

in classical history and anthropology respectively.

Donald Worster Doing Environmental History

Historians have too often assumed that people live outside the natural world.
Environmental history challenges that assumption and insists that humans are part of nature
and that we have an impact on nature and nature has an impact on us. This new perspective
focuses on three interacting sets of changes: changes in the earth’s systems ( climate
geology ecosystems) over time changes in the modes of producing a livelihood from those
systems and changes in cultural attitudes and their expression in arts ideology science
and politics. This new history is interdisciplinary in its methods and transnational in its

implications.



