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OSLO AGREEMENT AND OSLO SPIRIT
- PEACE TALKS BETWEEN ISRAEL AND PALESTINE

The Oslo Agreement is a breakthrough of great historic significance in the Middle East
peace process, and amilestone for solving the Palestinian issue. It indicates that the two mu-—
tually exclusive nations have ended (at least in the Agreement) the long—term state of antag—
onism and have decided to solve their disputes by political means; and that the two nations
have accepted the reality that they must co-exist in Palestine; the Agreement has enabled the
Palestinian people to make an important step toward restoring their legal national rights.

The Oslo Agreement demonstrates the spirit of flexibility, pragmatism and mutual reconcili—

ation on both sides of Palestine and Israel, opening up the *Oslo space’ a new space of
political actions, i.e., direct and open contact between them. And in this facetoface *Oslo
space, the rule of game for itself has been fixed: both Palestine and Israel have been ab-
stracted to be two poiltical entities with equitable status and will settle their differences

through political negotiations. (Xu Xianggqun)

A LOOK INTO THE ORIGIN OF
SYRIA-TURKEY RELATIONSHIP CRISIS

On Octobor 20, 1998, Syria and Turkey reached a security agreement, thus ending tem—
porarilly the Syria-Turkey relationship crisis which broke out abruptly on November 30, 1998
and lasted for several weeks. The crisis was a reflection of conflict and rivalry of interests
between the two countries for over half a century. The evolution of Syria-Turkey relation—
ship has been on the one hand closely related to international trends and geopolitics, and on
the other deeply entangled in many unresolved trammels concerning their bilateral relations
such as the territorial disputes, the water resource dispute and the Kurdistan Workers” Party
(PKK) issue. The change in political situations in the post-Cold War Middle East and the
rise of regional and bilateral contradiction all constitute the regional political background of
Syria-T urkey relations in the 1990s. T he direct blasting fuse of the crisis however is that the
anti-government activities of Turkey’s Kurdistan Workers” Party carried out from its bases
in surrounding countries have threatened T urkey’s national unification, territorial integrity
and social stablity;and Syria’s accommodation and well4reatment of the Kurdistan Workers”

Party and its leader Abdullha Ocalan has made Turkey deeply resentful. (Wang Xingang)
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